



Accessible Version: Call to Action — NorthStar Resistance Quilts
What This Project Is
NorthStar Resistance is a collaborative quilt project made from Minnesota Star blocks contributed by people across many communities. Every block uses the same structure, and together they form a shared field of orientation.
“Making a quilt block is a small, repeatable act of resistance. Assembled together, those acts accumulate into something larger than any individual square.”
The project draws on the symbolism of the North Star — a point of navigation when other bearings fall away. The star is not decorative; it is a way of locating oneself in relation to others.
Two Quilts, One Structure
The project consists of two quilts built from the same Minnesota Star block:
- Rainbow Star on a white background
- White Star on a blue background
The geometry stays the same, but the color placement changes the meaning. These placements are intentional and not interchangeable. Each quilt will be assembled separately.
Contributors may choose either version. Each quilt has its own page with instructions, fabric requirements, and construction guidance. Reviewing the correct page before cutting fabric ensures your block aligns with the intended color placement.
How Meaning Emerges
Both quilts rely on repetition and accumulation. Individual blocks vary in fabric and hand, but the shared structure creates coherence. Meaning comes from adjacency — no single block carries the whole story. Orientation is established collectively.
Symbolism of the Two Quilts
Blue Quilt — Grief, Witness, Accountability
The Blue Quilt holds the weight of what has happened. It represents mourning, depth, the coldness of state power, Minnesota winter, and the gravity of the operation. It becomes a container for witness — the quiet, heavy truth of the harm.
Rainbow Quilt — Solidarity, Care, Collective Resistance
The Rainbow Quilt holds the response to that harm. It represents community, diversity, joy as resistance, chosen family, and refusal to be erased. It becomes a container for collective care and the insistence on hope.
Fabric as Witness
Each block is stitched in recognition of the thousands of people detained during Operation Metro Surge.
The background fabrics create cohesion, allowing individual stories to sit within a shared frame.
Participants are welcome from across Minnesota and far beyond — including those watching from thousands of miles away, holding home in view even when they cannot reach it, and those with no direct connection to Minnesota who stand in solidarity nonetheless.
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